AMAZING COLOMBIA ON 2 WHEELS
Mountains,
Adventure,
Colonial towns,
THE place to ride,
Are you ready?

You are invited to the
motorcyclist’s paradise:
Colombia. Amazing
landscapes, people and
top notch riding are
waiting for you.

Ride Colombia with Shawn Thomas and Elephant Moto

11 DAYS
2,300 KMS
UNFORGETTABLE ROUTES
DUAL PURPOSE ADVENTURE

We start in the capital of
Colombia and ride the most
insane and incredibly
beautiful mountain roads
you’ll have ever seen. Don’t
let us tell you about, come
and live it.

SHAWN THOMAS

MICHO ESCOBAR

BMW Adventure Ambassador.

Micho is a designer by trade and motorcyclist by conviction. He
is also the owner and founder of Elephant Moto in Colombia, a
certified BMW Motorrad instructor and tour guide. Madly in love
with his country, Micho is proud to show it off to his clients. He
feels that adventure riding is the best way to get to know a
place. Micho has ridden and led tours worldwide including the
USA, China, Brazil, Chile, Argentina, Bolivia, Perú, Europe,
Morocco and, of course, Colombia. His passion for adventure
riding and intimate knowledge of Colombia combine to provide
you with the adventure of a lifetime. He and Shawn are excited to
be sharing this adventure with you in early 2017.

For more than 14 years Shawn Thomas has been a staple of
the Adventure Riding community. From his humble
beginnings as a sales person at a BMW dealership, Shawn
became infatuated with adventure riding. After taking
lessons on how to ride off-road, he ascended to lead
instructor and tour guide at the BMW Off-Road Academy.
He has since traveled the world teaching and leading
adventure riders, and has been appointed as the Adventure
Ambassador for BMW Motorcycles in the USA.
Shawn is an enthusiastic, positive professional with a love
for exploration and community. He has explored many
parts of Colombia with his daughter Hailey, and he looks
forward to joining you on this adventure!

Based in Bogotá, Elephant is an official partner of BMW Motorrad
worldwide and the authority on motorcycle rental and adventure
touring in Colombia. Elephant strives to provide once in a lifetime
experiences that will leave customers with stories to tell around
the campfire for years to come.

Tour Summary

STORIES TO TELL
FOR A LIFETIME
Imagine the most amazing motorcycle road in the world. What would it
be like? Would it race along the Pacific coast like California’s Highway
1? Would it launch you high into the Andes where condors soar beneath
the clouds? Maybe you would be greeted by ghosts of the ancients
(ancestors?) as they watch over their people from the parapets of an
old castle ... and would those people warm your heart with their
kindness and their smiles? If it was all of this, and laced with asphalt
ribbons disappearing into a wooded pathway struggling for significance
against a persistent rain forest, it would be Colombia. And it would
smell like coffee.
Start city: Bogotá
End City: Bogotá
Total number of days: 11 (includes arrival and departure)
Riding Days: 8
Rest days: 1 (La Miel cabins)
KMS: Approx. 2,300
Highlights:
Bogotá
Tatacoa desert
San Agustín Archelogical Park
Popayán
Coffee Region
Hot Springs by the Ruíz volcano
Villa de Leyva
La Miel River
and so much more!
*THIS TRIP REQUIRES OFF ROAD EXPERIENCE ON BIG BIKES

Details

ITINERARY
DATES: March 16 to 26, 2018.
An itinerary with adventure and discovery in mind.
We will take you through the back roads, on a
journey you will never forget.
Day
Day
Day
Day
Day
Day
Day
Day
Day
Day
Day

1 - Arrival Bogotá
2 - Bogotá - Villa de Leyva
3 - Villa de Leyva - La Miel
4 - La Miel (rest day)
5 - La Miel - Ruíz Volcano
6 - Ruíz Volcano - Coffee Region
7 - Coffee Region - Popayán
8 - Popayán - San Agustín
9 - San Agustín - Tatacoa Desert
10 - Tatacoa Desert - Bogotá
11 - Departure

ROAD CONDITIONS:
We will be riding a mix of paved and dirt roads,
some of which can be aggressive.
Street riding experience, as well as prior training
and/or experience in aggressive off-road riding
environments are required.

Details

ITINERARY
Day 1: Arrival to Bogotá
Welcome to Bogotá,a massive city of 10 million people.
Get some rest and get ready. Welcome dinner and
briefing.
We highly recommend arriving early in the day or the
day before to adjust to the altitude and get to know
Bogotá.
Day 2: Bogotá - Villa de Leyva
Our first riding day will take us to the lovely colonial
town of Villa de Leyva, one of Colombia’s most iconic. A
relatively short ride through the mountains to get used
to the riding conditions in Colombia. We arrive in the
early afternoon for a chance to explore this beautiful
town.
50% paved / 50% dirt
Day 3: Villa de Leyva – La Miel
Today will be a long day; we head out early in the
morning and begin to descend the eastern mountain
range towards the Magdalena Valley. An amazing ride
with the perfect combination of paved and dirt roads.
We wrap up our day at the insanely beautiful cabins of
La Cachaza, a rustic but wonderful setting at the shores
of La Miel river. Prepare for a relaxing rest day.
70% paved/30% dirt

Details

ITINERARY
Day 4: La Miel (rest day)
We could not ask for a better place to spend a well deserved rest
day. Enjoy the sights and sounds of the jungle from a hammock or
take a boat up river and discover the magic of this wonderful place.

Day 5: La Miel – Hot Springs
If there is a ride that summarizes what Colombia is all about, this is
it. We leave the cabins behind and ride along the Magdalena Valley
for a short time. We then begin an epic climb of the central
mountain range, and discover how the scenery changes as the
altitude rises. We will be riding all the way up to 4,200 meters
(13,800 feet). A beautiful location nestled in the high mountains
awaits us with a fantastic natural hot spring pool.
50% paved/50% dirt

Day 6: Ruíz Hot Springs – Coffee Region
Today we have a shorter day but full of activity. First order of
business will be to enjoy the breathtaking views and wildlife of this
natural paradise, particularly the incredible community of
hummingbirds. Mid morning we prepare to ride out and down the
mountains towards the heart of the coffee region. We will swing by
a traditional coffee farm where a typical lunch and a tour of a
coffee plantation await. After this we will ride to our destination,
the emblematic coffee town of Salento, a beautiful place to explore
in the afternoon and the best place to get a trout in Colombia.
85% paved/15% dirt

Details

ITINERARY
Day 7: Coffee Region – Popayán
We leave the coffee region and the mountains behind,
and ride towards the Cauca Valley home to the largest
sugar cane plantations in the country. Keep an eye out
for the road trains carrying sugar cane back and forth
from the plantations. Todays ride will be paved as we
make distance to our destination. The White City:
Popayán, a beautiful colonial city nestled in the
mountains. A perfect place for a good rest.
100% paved
Day 8: Popayán – San Agustín.
After a superb and well deserved rest we get on the
bikes and traverse the central mountain range towards
the magical archeological site of San Agustin. A short
ride will have us arriving to the park around mid day so
we can have the afternoon to explore the archaeological
site and statues that date back to 600 B.C.
70% paved/30% dirt.
Day 9: San Agustín – Tatacoa
We leave this magical and historic place behind and
head towards the micro desert of La Tatacoa. The ride
will be a combination of mountains roads and some nice
long sweepers as we descend towards the Magdalena
Valley one more time and into the desert of La Tatacoa.
90% paved/10% dirt.

Details

ITINERARY
Day 10: Tatacoa – Bogotá
Our last riding day will bring us back to
the capital. The first section will have us
riding on some dirt roads throught the
desert. Afterwards some long flat
straights capped off with a nice
mountain road as we climb back into
Bogotá. Expect heavy traffic upon
entering the city.
80% paved/20% dirt
Day 11: Departure
We say goodbye, but we hope you
leave Colombia with a new perspective
and love for the country. Together we
will ride again.
STORIES TO TELL FOR A LIFETIME!

Details

PRICES AND
INCLUSIONS
10 rider limit. Prices based on shared rooming.

R1200GS = $5,100 USD
F800GS = $4,900 USD
SINGLE ROOM: $500 USD
(except in La miel where shared cabins is the only accomodation available)

PASSENGER: $3,200 USD
(this tour will have dirt sections, passengers are allowed if you feel
comfortable riding 2 up on dirt. We also have 2 spots available on the
support vehicle)
INCLUDES
Motorcycle rental
2 motorcycle guides and instructors (Shawn Thomas & Micho Escobar)
Hotels (mixed from boutique hotels to shared cabins)
Support vehicle with driver and trailer
10 dinners.
All breakfasts.
ELEPHANT Apparel
Hydration in support vehicle
Transfers air-hotel-air
NOT INCLUDED
Fuel
Motorcycle protective gear
Medical Insurance
Lunches and personal expenses
Airfare

Contact

WE PRIDE OURSELVES IN
PROVIDING UNIQUE
EXPERIENCES. WE PROVIDE
STORIES TO TELL FOR A
LIFETIME
Micho and Shawn have developed an awesome friendship
built around adventure riding. Adventure riding is in our blood
and we are very happy to offer this trip in collaboration.
Shawn is the first point of contact for this trip, don’t hesitate
to shoot him any and all questions you might have. He has
been to Colombia before and has first hand experience with
the country. We hope to ride with you in the near future.
Shawn Thomas
+1 831 419 5965
shawn@stromoto.com
Micho Escobar
+57 318 362 1661
micho@elephantmoto.com
www.elephantmoto.com

